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HANDMADE RUGS

European hmdmade rugs particularly from Scandinavia and cen-
tral Europe have constituted some of the finest products avail-
able in our shops. The beauty of the foreign rugs exhibited at
American expositions has been an inspiration to American design-
ers. Aubusson and Savonnerie rugs have been imported from
France for a great many years, and attractive flat woven rugs have
been imported from the Balkan countries.

American handmade rugs of original and distinctive design are
woven in private establishments in various parts of this country.
Some rag carpeting is still made on hand-and-foot looms, and round
or oval rag rugs are braided and sewed or crocheted. See pages
104 and 277.

American and Mexican Indian rugs and blankets are probably
the most interesting handmade rugs sold in this country. The
design motifs are geometric; the colors are usually neutrals some-
times combined with positive colors. The more limited the colors
the better the effect. The most usable patterns are those that have
the design and color well broken up and distributed over the rug
rather than concentrated in a few large spaces. American Indian
saddle blankets are particularly good. The symbolism of the
motifs used by the Indians adds interest. See page 279.

Efforts should be made to encourage the handwork of the In-
dians and to prevent the commercialization of this very interesting
native craft. The most beautiful old rugs and blankets are in
museums and private collections. Indian rugs are now used in
southwestern or Modern houses or in masculine-type rooms.

American and Canadian handmade hooked rugs are usually
available in our stores. Hooked rugs are often delightful, naive,
individual, and expressive of the lives of thrifty, sturdy people.
Hooked rugs are suitable in simple or old fashioned rooms, like
pioneer or Early American rooms. In a quaint type of bedroom
two or three hooked rugs look well on a painted floor; in a living
room hooked rugs may be used on a wood floor or on a plain
carpet. See pages 222 and 263, Hooked rugs are made of rags or
yarn pulled up through burlap in loops which may be cut or left
uncut. The woman who is planning to make a hooked rug should
take the utmost care to get a design having artistic merit.